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Austin Youth River Watch

Staff: Melinda Chow (Executive Director), Beth Bennett (Program Manager), Chanel Davis 
(Program Manager), Emma Walsh (Special Projects Manager), David Morris (Operations 
Manager), Andrea Bailey-Ortiz (Program Specialist), Austin Myatt (Program Specialist)

Program Impact Report: January 2022 -May 2022



Water Quality 

Testing: 
- # of data sets collected: 

- 29

- WQ testing locations:

- Williamson Creek 
- Blunn Creek 
- Colorado River (multiple 

locations)
- Buttermilk Creek 
- Bouldin Creek 
- Walnut Creek 
- Boggy Creek 
- Bartholomew 
- Little Walnut Creek  



Trash 
Cleanups: 

- Pounds removed from 
Austin’s parks and 
waterways: 812 lbs

- Cleanup locations: 

- Bartholomew Park 
- Dove Springs Recreation 

Center 
- Blunn Creek Nature Preserve 
- Barton Creek 
- Nicholas Dawson Park
- Buttermilk Creek  



Trees and 
Riparian 
grasses: 
- # of trees: 99
- Species: 

- Palo Verde, Mountain laurel, 
Live Oak, Huisache, Bald 
Cypress, Texas Mulberry, Box 
Elder, Cedar Elm

- # of native grasses: 236
- Species:

- Eastern Gamma Grass, Inland 
Sea Oats, Wild Rye, Creek 
Sedge, Gulf Muhly 



MLK Day of Service:

- # of trees planted: 24

- Pounds of trash cleaned 
up: 572 lbs

Barton Creek Cleanup: 

- Pounds of trash removed: 120 
lbs 

- # of volunteers: 20

Restoration Project @ Circle Acres 
Preserve: 

- Number of native grass 
plugs planted: 200

- Number of trees planted: 2

Restoration Projects



AEL Intern Service 
Learning Project: 

- Total # of WQ data sets collected: 
14 

- Tested bi-weekly for 14 weeks at 
Longhorn Dam & FM 973 bridge

- Knowllwood Community Event with 
Colorado River Conservancy & 
AYRW: 

- Meet community members 
- Talk about water issues in their 

neighborhood 
- Recruit WQ monitoring 

volunteers 
- WQ demo

Nicole- Southwestern 
University Graduate



Looking ahead:  

Summer Programming:
- WQ testing
- E.coli sampling 
- GSI with ACCC

Austin Colony Community 
Event:

- AYRW & Colorado River 
Conservancy 

- Date is TBD 

Follow us!!

Instagram: Riverwatchers 
Facebook: Austin Youth River Watch
Twitter: @RiverWatchers
http://riverwatchers.org/


